
                                         

 

NCTIA Ally Now 
in the Senate  

Sen. Bobby Hanig (R-
Bertie, Camden, Currituck, Gates,
 Halifax, Hertford, Martin,  
Northampton, Tyrrell, and 
Warren) is a friend to NCTIA and 
NC tourism.   

“It goes back to his days as a 
small business owner on the 
Outer Banks,” said Tameron 
Kugler, Director at Currituck 
County Department of Travel & 
Tourism.  “Sen. Hanig was ‘The 
Pool Guy’ and his successful 
business hinged on the local 
tourism economy.”   

Sen. Hanig started his political 
career as a county commissioner 
in Currituck County before he 
ran successfully  for the NC 
House in 2018.  That year, Kugler 
brought Hanig to NCTIA events 
so that he could familiarize 
himself with statewide tourism 
policy and budget needs.  The 
Outer Banks legislator was just 
elected to the Senate in 2022.    

To learn more about Sen. Hanig, 
listen to the January 20th edition 
of the Do Politics Better podcast 
sponsored by NCTIA.   
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Union Co to Comply with Calendar Law

January 23-27, 2023 

The Union County Public Schools Board of Education voted 6-3 on Friday 
morning to reverse a decision they made in December to break state law in 
2023 and start school prior to August 28 (the Monday closest to August 26).  

The Charlotte Observer reported that the illegal move by the Union County 
Board of Education “drew the ire of people who say intentionally breaking 
the law sets a poor example for students.”  Union County Schools board 
member John Kirkpatrick criticized the decision when he said, “We don’t 
want to be the county that doesn’t uphold the law when we don’t like it.”  

NCTIA Executive Director Vince Chelena expressed gratitude to the Union 
County Public Schools Board of Education and renewed his organization’s 
commitment to finding common ground with school systems seeking out 
flexibility.   

“We know that all sides want to provide the best educational opportunities 
for children and to support a tourism industry that is employing people and 
generating tax revenue to support out public schools,” said Chelena.  “We 
are willing to work together with school systems and legislators to ensure 
these values co-exist.”   

Chelena thanked Dominique 
Morrison, a parent of two 
children in Union County Public 
Schools and a small business 
owner of Honeysuckle Riding 
Academy in Monroe.  Morrison’s 
business stood to lose 
significant revenue if the illegal 
calendar went into effect.  
“Dominique’s willingness to fight for her livelihood was critical in our 
success today, and we hope other school districts disobeying the law learn 
a valuable lesson from this ordeal,” he said.   

(Click here to read the Charlotte Observer op-ed authored by Dominique 
Morrison.) 

On January 9, Morrison and attorney Mitch Armbruster filed a lawsuit 
against Union County’s school board members.  They asked a judge to 
declare the Union County school calendar for 2023-24 invalid and not 
enforceable.  

Morrison was grateful and gracious in victory Friday morning.  “I’m thankful 
that (the board) decided to follow the law,” Morrison told the Charlotte 
Observer. “I understand it wasn’t an easy decision.” 
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