
                                         

 

NCTIA: Invite 
Legislators to Events 

Cabarrus County CVB Donna 
Carpenter brought up the idea 
of a legislative reception at the 
Coca-Cola 600 with NCTIA 
Executive Director Vince 
Chelena back in the winter.   

“I thought it was a great idea and 
a way to show off North Carolina 
tourism in a real way for 
legislators across the state,” said 
Chelena.  “I also thought that if 
it’s successful then it could be 
replicated by other CVBs across 
North Carolina.”   

Well, the event in Concord this 
past Sunday was a success and 
now NCTIA is envisioning 
legislative receptions across the 
state hosted by CVBs and their 
legislators.   

“Every county in our state has an 
event that can be used to 
showcase our state’s tourism 
industry,” said Chelena.  “NCTIA 
can help CVBs plan the event, 
invite legislators, and stay within 
compliance of North Carolina’s 
lobbying compliance laws.”   

Chelena encourages any CVB 
interested in hosting a legislative 
event to email him.   
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As part of their 
efforts to advocate 
for the hospitality 
and tourism 
industry, the 
Cabarrus County 
Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 
hosted a Legislative 
Reception at 
Charlotte Motor 
Speedway prior to the 63rd running of the Coca-Cola 600 on Sunday. 

With the goal of showcasing the significant economic impact of Cabarrus 
County’s tourism industry, the CCCVB invited state and local elected 
officials to join them in Concord for the crown jewel event.  Legislators from 
around the state attended the event.   

Just before the green flag dropped, the reception provided the 
opportunity for Cabarrus County’s hospitality and tourism leaders including 
the CVB’s Board of Directors to connect with representatives and highlight 
the industry’s impact firsthand. 

“Experiencing Charlotte Motor Speedway on Memorial Day weekend is 
unforgettable, and there’s no better setting to illustrate the benefit that 
tourism has on our community and state,” said Cabarrus County CVB 
President and CEO Donna Carpenter. “We look forward to building on the 
rapport established at the reception and welcoming our elected officials 
back to the track in 2023.” 

Co-hosted by Senator Paul Newton and held at the Cabarrus County CVB’s 
trackside hospitality area, the reception was a success made possible by 
the organization’s strong relationships with partners including Charlotte 
Motor Speedway, NCTIA, and NC Tourism Coalition.  

“Visitor spending is vital to North Carolina’s economy,” said Senator 
Newton. “Showcasing our area’s outstanding visitor experience in action 
was a memorable way to highlight the significant contribution of Cabarrus 
County’s tourism industry to the State.” 

“The Coca-Cola 600 is an event that brings visitors from around the world 
to our community and to our state,” said Greg Walter, executive vice 
president and general manager of Charlotte Motor Speedway. “Meeting 
excited fans from other states and countries reminds us of how broad 
reaching this event is and the impact it has on our state’s economy.”  

Sen. Paul Newton and CCCVB CEO Donna 
Carpenter welcome legislators and local elected officials 

to the Legislative Reception on Sunday.
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